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they organize themselves internally, what they invest
in, whom they choose to align with and who wants
to align with them, which wars they fight, which
.they deter, and which they avoid
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Nothing in world politics is inevitable. The underlying
elements of national power, such as demography,
geography, and natural resources, matter, but history
shows that these are not enough to determine which
countries will shape the future. It is the strategic
decisions countries make that matter most—how
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