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I was close enough to those events as a member of the National
Security Council staff that I doubt that an explicit threat was made
by [Israeli Ambassador Simcha] Dinitz [as alleged by Hersh]. We did
know around this time, however, that Israel had placed its Jericho
missiles on alert. I did not know what kind of warheads they had,

but it did not make much sense to me that they would be equipped
with conventional ordnance. I assume others agreed.

AO9IR,TPHRIY "AVNMD7Y MITY 19 PRY and vy

[W]e knew that a desperate Israel might activate its nuclear option.
This situation, by itself, created a kind of blackmail potential.
3(3annn mwiTn)
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Our assessment, then, is that, in the very earliest days of the Yom
Kippur War... Israeli officials — possibly at a level below the Prime
Minister — ordered key elements of the Israeli nuclear weapons
enterprise, probably including the Jericho ballistic missiles, to take
steps to increase their readiness and alert status as a defensive or
precautionary step in light of the dramatic, and possibly grave,
situation that Israel appeared to face. This step was not intended by
the responsible authorities of the Israeli government as an attempt
to “blackmail” or otherwise induce action by the United States. We
further assess that at least some of these steps, particularly the order
to alter the status of Israel’s nuclear delivery systems or the alteration
itself (possibly including the assembly of certain weapons systems,
including nuclear weapons), was detected by U.S. intelligence, and
that a report detailing this development was disseminated within
the U.S. government, probably to a very small number of concerned
officials at senior levels. We assess that this report had no significant
impact on the decision-making within the U.S. government. We also
judge that it is unlikely that the Israelis intended to send a nuclear
signal to other parties, namely the Arabs and/or Soviets, by changing
the status of their nuclear delivery systems®’.
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