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I intend to personally pursue this purpose (resolution of Israeli-
Palestinian conflict) with all the patience that the task requires.'
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The enduring hostilities between Israel and some of its neighbors
present distinct challenges to our ability to advance our interests
in the AOR (area of responsibility). Israeli-Palestinian tensions
often flare into violence and large scale armed confrontations. The
conflict foments anti-American sentiments due to a perception of
U.S favoritism for Israel. Arab anger over the Palestinian question
limits the strength and depth of U.S partnerships with governments
and peoples in the AOR (area of responsibility) and weakens the
legitimacy of moderate regimes in the Arab world. Meanwhile
al-Qaeda and other militant groups exploit that anger to mobilize
support.”
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is costing us significantly in terms of both blood and treasure.?”!
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