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What we need now are steps that enhance confidence between the

parties, and anything that undermines confidence between the parties
should be avoided.
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U.S remonstrations to Israel about settlement construction go no further
than “pressing the case” — the long-standing pro forma effort to convey
to Israel that the U.S views settlements as problematic and that 'it is in

Israel's interest to do everything that it can to promote an atmosphere
of confidence.'
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I think the issue here is to try to get back to a place that there is some
confidence that Israel’s settlement program is not an effort, in some

way, to dictate or prejudge the final status issue and to prejudice the
final status outcome. !’
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