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Netanyahu understood, possibly even better than his predecessors, that it was vital
to reach a settlement with Syria. | told him bluntly that Damascus would not agree to
surrender its sovereignty over the Golan Heights, and it had Russia’s backing on this
issue. All the same, Netanyahu heeded my advice that he could not disregard Syria or its
foothold in Lebanon, nor could he pullIsraeli troops out of the southern Lebanon, without
first discussing it with Syria, be it a secret obliquely or out in the open. Destabilization
of the situation in Lebanon and stronger opposition to Syria was exactly what many in
Israel wanted to see. Netanyahu agreed with me, that Israel’s security is my priority, he
insisted. With that in mind, we are ready to examine the matter of the Golan Heights,
but when | asked him if his government would agree to announcing a withdrawal of
Israeli troops from the Golan Heights and to recognize Syrian sovereignty over them,
there was a lot of “ifs” and “buts,” but he did not really answer the question.
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