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Alliances are topsy-turvy, defy logic, are unfamiliar and shifting.
Theocratic regimes back secularists; tyrannies promote democracy;
the US forms partnerships with Islamists; Islamists support Western
military intervention. Arab nationalists side with regimes they have
long combated; liberals side with Islamists with whom they then come
to blows. Saudi Arabia backs secularists against the Muslim Brothers
and Salafis against secularists. The US is allied with Iraq, which is allied
with Iran, which supports the Syrian regime, which the US hopes to
help topple. The US is also allied with Qatar, which subsidizes Hamas,
and with Saudi Arabia, which funds the Salafis who inspire jihadists
who kill Americans wherever they can.!
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The ability to do a single raid-like strike would be accessible to us. The
ability to do a longer-term sustained campaign would be challenging
and would have to be made in the context of other commitments
around the globe. I’ll just say this about their air defenses: They have
approximately five times more sophisticated air defense systems than
existed in Libya, covering one-fifth of the terrain. All of their air defenses
are arrayed on their western border, which is their population center. !
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