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the phenomenon at the UNIFIL-monitored Blue Line separating southern Lebanon
and northern Israel is a kind of “default-relationship,” a tacit understanding of sorts
between adversaries.

Chapter Six surveys the movement’s expansion into a formidable threat to Israel’s
northern towns. Increased rocket capacity in both numbers and range invests
Hizbollah with a credible deterrent posture. Investigators are understandably drawn
to the movement’s armed capabilities qua militia and its operational “reach,” which
bolster its terrorist character. In addition to its military prowess, the movement has
become adept at various levels of intelligence gathering and covert activity. Hizbollah
has been refining its operations-oriented reconnaissance as well as its infiltration efforts
into Israel. It has already launched some well-conceived schemes involving European-
based agents. This undercover activity presents a growing challenge for Israel’s
defenses.

Chapter Seven argues that however important and appealing the movement’s military
dimension, this aspect should not overshadow Hizbollah’s significant domestic social
agenda. Hence, any attempt at an overview and forecast must underscore Hizbollah’s
ever-growing commitment to its constituency and its genuine aspirations as a political
party within the Lebanese parliamentary mosaic. This chapter presents Hizbollah’s
response to several economic problems, with the national tourism industry as a special
case in point. Even the very ideology of “resistance” is reframed as safeguarding the
economic welfare of Lebanon, the resistance being an umbrella of protection against
Israeli disruption of civic life.
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Chapter Three surveys the working environment in which Hizbollah is forced to
operate. The movement is caught in a web, with Israel threatening massive punitive
retaliations, and Syria and Iran controlling the flow of weaponry and occasionally
reining in its activities in response to western diplomatic pressures. Above all, however,
Hizbollah must take into consideration Lebanon’s expectations and desperate quest
for tranquility. Thus, its enmeshments with Tehran and Damascus notwithstanding,
Hizbollah is also experiencing a phase of differential nuancing and “political
individuation,” especially as it inevitably grows more accountable to domestic public
opinion. This evolving process seems to yield a stronger sense of domestic
responsibility, which demands self-restraint in ironic contrast to the long-standing
maximalist rhetoric. One foot still remains firmly rooted in ideological jihad; the other,
however, is being decidedly drawn into the pragmatic environment.

Chapter Four goes beyond the “vacuum” generated three years ago by lIsrael’s
departure from southern Lebanon and builds on Hizbollah’s dilemmas and
compromises as it strives to adjust to four still unfolding pivotal events: the transfer
of power from Hafez al-Assad to his son Bashar (June 2000); the reclaiming of executive
power by Rafiq al-Hariri (September 2000); the al-Agsa Intifada (September 2000);
and the September 11, 2001 strike against the United States. These critical junctures
arose unexpectedly and independently of Hizbollah’s designs or interests, yet each
has posed its own test for the movement’s continued viability. At each of the four
milestones and in their aftermaths, Hizbollah’s strengths and vulnerabilities as it
confronts pressures from within and without are examined. In addition, better
appreciation of the movement’s decision making and reactive dynamics may offer us
a guideline for predicting its responses to the impact of future regional events, such
as developments arising from a new Iragi regime, or renewed prospects for negotiated
settlements between Israel and Syria and/or the Palestinians.

Chapter Five maps the “rules of engagement” that have formed between Hizbollah
and lIsrael over the past three years. Complementary patterns of brinkmanship
between these combatants suggest a shared perception and definition of the limits of
the battle space, its tolerable intensity and duration, and “acceptable” damage and
injury. The arena of engagement appears governed by an “eye for eye” code, with
both sides conferring legitimacy to the Shab’a Farms as a theater of conflict. Thisis a
zone of “permissible” contention, in which the “dance of deterrence” is as mutual as
it is precarious. “Regulated” friction between Hizbollah and Israel contains but of
course does not render benign the threat and volatility of the confrontation. At present,
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Abstract

With the growing interest in the radical Lebanese Shi’ite movement over recent years
and an upsurge in published research, we may speak of an emergent field of Hizbollah
Studies among western academics. In Israel, Hizbollah commands the ongoing
attention of military professionals and strategists, as well as academics.

This study is prompted in particular by the understanding that Hizbollah post-May
2000 necessarily entered a “new cognitive arena” that merits serious consideration.
The withdrawal of the IDF from the former Security Zone has created fresh
opportunities to scrutinize the vitality and changing role of the Lebanese Shi’ite
movement. The analysis that follows traces the resilience of Hizbollah as it balances
and adjusts to the emerging challenges to its raison d’etre.

Chapter One spans the period from Hizbollah’s founding in the early 1980s as a
militant religious faction and through the 1990s when it entered a phase of “openness”
(infitah) regarding the wider political realities. This shift is reflected in the
organization’s increasing emphasis on integration into the contemporary Lebanese
system, while letting the movement’s original program of establishing a theocratic
Islamic society slip out of focus, lingering as a dream only.

Chapter Two offers a close reading of the political and military assessments regarding
the primary parties - Israel, Hizbollah, Syria, Lebanon, and Iran - prior to Israel’s
unilateral withdrawal in May 2000, analyzing the respective assumptions in
anticipation of the withdrawal against the events as they have actually unfolded.
The chapter also confronts the question of whether or not Israel’s intelligence experts
misgauged the consequences of withdrawal. This inquiry into the “before and after”
yields instructive case material as well as a glimpse into the working habits of the
military intelligence community in Israel and its role in shaping civic thinking and
political strategy.
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