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“Traditional cyberlaw frameworks tend to see the Net as an
intriguing force for chaos...the name of the game is seen to be
coming up with the right law or policy ... to address the issues....
Stopping this future depends on some wisely developed and
implemented locks, along with new technologies and a community
ethos that secures the keys to those locks among groups with
shared norms and a sense of public purpose, rather than in the
hands of a single gatekeeping entity, whether public or private.” ¢
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“Cyberspace is now an arena for strategic competition among
states, and a growing number of actors — state and non-state —
use the Internet for conflict, espionage, and crime. Societies are
becoming more vulnerable to widespread disruption as energy,
transportation, communication, and other critical infrastructure are
connected through computer networks. At the same time, the open,
global Internet is at risk. Nations are reasserting sovereignty and
territorializing cyberspace. The justifications are many - national
security, economic interest, cultural sensitivity - but the outcome
of blocking, filtering, and regulating is the same: a fragmented
Internet and a decline in global free expression.” !2
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“We believe these provisions reflect an attempt by some
governments to regulate the Internet and its content, potentially
paving the way for abuse of power, censorship and repression
[....] We stand on one of our most cherished of principles, free
expression, in not signing this treaty and seeking more positive
outcomes in the future that support the open and innovative
Internet. We believe an open Internet also is important for
commercial growth in all parts of the world.”'®
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“Confronted with this challenge, the global community faces
a dilemma. The neutrality of the Internet has proven to be a
formidable ally of democracy, but the cost of protecting users’
freedom is skyrocketing. Critical services, such as e-commerce or
e-health, might never develop if users are not able to operate in a
more secure environment. Moreover, some governments simply
do not like ideas to circulate freely.” >
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the ITU and its member states to embrace transparency and reject any proposals that might
expand ITU authority to areas of internet governance that threaten the exercise of human
rights online.”
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