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The Peace Process and Terror: Conflicting Trends in Israeli Public
QOpinion in 1995

Summary

Support for continuing negotiating with the PLO was the majority position in January
1995, but only by a narrow margin, and the level of support was falling. In this survey, 53
percent favored continued talks with the PLO, compared with 60 percent in the 1994 survey.

Exactly 36 percent both supported and rejected the "Gaza-Jericho first" accord with the
PLO. This represented a major change compared with 1994, when 43 percent supported the
accord, and 32 percent opposed.

The government was very unpopular, with less than three in ten giving its handling of
the situation a positive evaluation. By contrast, in the 1994 survey the comparable number
was four in ten.

The sample was divided between the notion of suspending or abandoning the talks
because of the continuing terror, and between the statement that only the successful
completion of the peace talks would bring about the end of terror. The best predictor of one's
position was political preference, more than socioeconomic indicators.

Fifty percent refused to consider negotiating with the Hamas organization, but 15
percent were willing to do so, and an additional 35 percent would agree if Hamas would
completely stop its terrorist activities.

The perccntage of those who believed that terror can be wiped out by military means
grew,
Opinion hardened regarding the deterrence of terrorists and collective punishment, based on
a comparison of the 1987, 1993, and 1995 surveys. The death penalty for terrorists convicted
of murder continued to be supported by about 3/4s of the sample.

The mood of public was certainly down. Worry about personal safety was high, and
aspirations of the Arabs were considered more hostile than in recent years. Many saw
Palestinian aspirations as monolithic and negative. For the first time in these surveys, more

people chose military strength rather than peace negotiations as the measure to be used to
prevent a war.

The establishment of a Palestinian state was supported by 40 percent of those sampled,
but almost 75 percent thought it likely that such a state would be established within the next
ten years. Fifty percent rejected the idea of returning any part of the Golan Heights to Syria,
but more than 60 percent thought this would happen within the next ten years.

Ideological reasons for keeping the territories, such as "We have a right to the land,"
reemerged as perceived threat grew. The most frequently cited reasons for terrorist activities
focused on extremist motivations.
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Most agreed that the security zone in Lebanon made a positive contribution to Israel's
security and kept terror from northemn settlement.

Respondents were more forthcoming than a year before regarding the negotiations with
the Palestinians. On the other hand, their rates of support for the settlements and settlers had

not changed.

Assessment of the IDF was critical although there were indicators of promise regarding

the future.
Levels of security and political knowledge remained very high.

The Likud's image was much more positive in dealing with security issues facing the

country.
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I. The Peace Process and Terror

A. The Peace Talks

Support for negotiating with the PLO was the majority position in January 1995, but
only by a narrow margin, and the level of support was falling. In this survey, 53 percent
favored continued talks with the PLO, compared with 60 percent in the 1994 survey. There
was also a decline in the belief that the PLO was in charge: only 29 percent of the 1995 sample
thought that the PLO had the capacity to control the situation and to stop terror, compared
to 35 percent a year earlier,

Almost everyone was following the peace talks, and interest in them was extremely high:
85 percent of those interviewed reported being very interested (47%) or somewhat interested
(38%) in them. These rates were almost identical to the 1993 and 1994 numbers for level of
interest in the peace process. Only 5 percent reported having no interest at all.

While almost everyone was interested, more than half the respondents were very
displeased (34%) or displeased (20%) with the manner in which they were being conducted.
Only 46 percent were very pleased (13%) or somewhat pleased (33%) with the manner in
which the govemnment and its officials were conducting them.

Exactly 36 percent both supported and rejected the "Gaza-Jericho first” accord with the
PLO. This represented a major change compared with 1994, when 43 percent supported the
accord, and 32 percent opposed. This represents a drop of support of 7 percentage points over
the year, compared with a 4 percentage point increase in opposition. The size of the group
which could not make up its mind also grew.














































































