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“The PLO accepts United Nations Security Council Resolution 242, with the reservation
that it considers that the resolution does not make adequate reference to the question of
the Palestinians since it fails to make any reference to a homeland for the Palestinian
people. It is recognized that the language of Resolution 242 relates to the right of all
states in the Middle East to live in peace”. (Cyrus Vance. Hard Choices: Critical Years in
America’s Foreign Policy. New York. Simon and Schuster, 1983: p. 188).
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“Palestinian leaders, whose roots lie mainly in the exile community, have naturally
worried that a settlement will focus on the Palestinians who remain on the land in the
West Bank and Gaza and will ignore the interests of those Palestinians who have been
refugees. This fear that the interests of the exile community would be left out of a
settlement was one strong reason for the Palestinians’ rejectiom of Camp David”.
(emphasis added) (Harold H. Saunders. Arabs and Israelis: a Political Startegy. Foreign
Affairs, Winter 1985/86: p. 314).
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**A significant element of the Israeli proposals that struck us was that, although Begin was
proposing to give the inhabitants of the West Bank only an administrative role, he
accepted the 1967 borders, except for Jerusalem, to define the area of their authority. The
Arabs never fully grasped the significance of this point” (emphasis added). (Cyrus Vance,
Hard Choices (op. cit): p. 200).
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“I had decided to plow some new ground, and proposed the concept of two different
borders for Israel — one marking the. limits of national sovereignty and the other, farther
out, forming a defensive perimeter, with Israeli or international forces in between to
guard Israel against attack. I also raised the possibility of an interim period of two to eight
years, during which the disputed land between these two borders might be governed as a
demilitarized area or a zone of peace. I advocated Israel's ultimate withdrawal to the 1967
borders, with minor adjustments for security purposes...” (Jimmy Carter. Keeping Faith:
Memoirs of a President. New York. Bantam Books, 1982: pp. 280-281).
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“We should be prepared to go very far with the Israelis in talking about how their security
can be assured in a peace settlement, while stating our view that the Arabs will not accept
substantial changes beyond the 1967 lines.” (Zbigniew Brzezinski. Power and Principle:
Memoirs of the National Security Adviser, 1977-1981. New York. Farrar, Straus, Giroux,
1983: p. 87).
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“Do we understand from what you say that there is no means of security that you would
accept in exchange for pulling back your military forces to the pre-1967 borders?” (Moshe
Dayan. Breakthrough: A Personal Account of the Egypt-Israel Peace Negotiations. New
York. Knopf, 1981: p. 145).
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